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Industry welcomes ‘Better Regulation Partnership’ review of NICNAS 

 
Sydney, Thursday, 8 September 2011. Accord – the national hygiene, cosmetic and specialty 
products industry body – welcomes the announcement today of a Better Regulation 
Partnership to review the chemical ingredient regulator, NICNAS, as a potential circuit-breaker 
for the Australian chemicals industry. 
 
“There has been growing disquiet within the industry about the efficiency and cost-effectiveness of 
NICNAS for some time now,” Accord Executive Director Ms Bronwyn Capanna said. 
 
“As an industry that relies heavily on innovation to meet evolving consumer and environmental needs, 
it is essential that Australian regulation facilitates ready introduction of new ingredients.  
 
“This is especially so for new ingredients which have already been in safe use in other advanced 
parts of the world like the USA, Canada and the EU. And often these ingredients have been 
developed specifically because they have better safety and environmental characteristics than older 
technologies. 
 
“Leading businesses in our sector have expressed frustration that the Australian industry risks 
becoming a backwater if nothing is done to address barriers to the entry of next generation chemical 
ingredients. 
 
“Unfortunately over the last few years we have seen NICNAS operations become increasingly 
bureaucratic and unresponsive. 
 
“It is therefore encouraging that the Government has listened to business concerns and has proposed 
what looks to be a comprehensive review. 
 
“The Better Regulation Partnership approach yielded some helpful improvements when applied most 
recently to the agricultural chemical regulator, the APVMA. 
 
“The Partnership approach is a good reform step for which the Government deserves praise. 
 
“Our industry is hoping this review of NICNAS will act as a circuit-breaker for the raft of stalled reforms 
initiated by the 2008 Productivity Commission study of chemicals and plastics regulation. 
 
“Industry patience with the overall COAG scheme of chemicals regulation reform has been running 
thin of late, due to ongoing delays and roadblocks. 
 
“This focus on NICNAS operations will hopefully build momentum for the entire suite of productivity 
enhancing reforms promised for our sector,” Ms Capanna said. 
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