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Media Statement 
 

Government’s newly announced policy to begin recognising regulatory approvals of 
trusted overseas regulators represents a win for both consumers and industry 

 
Sydney, Tuesday 14 October 2014. Accord Australasia, the Australian hygiene, cosmetic and specialty products 
industry body, welcomes the Abbott Government’s new policy “…that if a system, service or product has been 
approved under a trusted international standard or risk assessment, then our regulators should not impose any 
additional requirements for approval in Australia…” as a breakthrough which should eventually streamline access 
for Australian consumers to innovative products already in safe use in other leading overseas markets. 
 
“Today’s policy announcement is a greatly welcome step forward which recognises the realities of the global 
marketplace for our industry’s products,” Accord Executive Director, Ms Bronwyn Capanna said. 
 
“Australian consumers rightly see themselves as early adopters of new technologies. This has certainly been the 
case for IT products. You only need to look at the crowds whenever Apple releases a new product to see this is 
so. And, of course, local release for the latest Apple product occurs at the same time as the global release. 
 
“For our industry’s products this just isn’t the case. Local release is often delayed, or may not even occur. Up until 
now there has been very little policy recognition of just how much of a barrier Australian regulator reassessment 
of products already in safe overseas use has become. This is especially the case with NICNAS reassessment of 
ingredients and cosmetic products already in safe use in leading overseas markets like the EU and the USA. 
 
“Unnecessary reassessment by Australian regulators of products meeting the stringent standards in other 
advanced markets works against the timely entry into Australia of new formulated products and ingredients. It 
also adds significant costs, often for very little gain. 
 
“In reality, many savvy Australian consumers know this. They have confidence in the latest cosmetic and hygiene 
products which they see on sale in places like the EU and the USA. And that’s why they will often purchase 
products which are unavailable in Australian stores, using instead online overseas retailers. Every such overseas 
purchase comes at a cost of sales for Australian businesses and retailers. And this equates to lost business, jobs 
and tax revenue.  
 
“Having Australian regulators reassess such products and their ingredients is out of step with the realities of the 
global market. It hampers Australian consumer access to the latest products. It also hampers Australian business 
access to the latest technologies and more innovative, often safer, products and ingredients. 
 
“New Zealand addressed this problem several years ago. The NZ Government introduced a modern regulatory 
regime that recognises cosmetics and other formulated products meeting EU and US regulatory standards as 
suitable for direct introduction onto the NZ market. New Zealand has been operating this approach since about 
2006. It is interesting to note that despite having a population that is about twenty percent of Australia’s, New 
Zealanders often have early access to a greater choice of the latest cosmetic products. 
 
“It is encouraging that the Abbott Government continues to deliver on its promises to streamline Australian 
regulation and remove unnecessary red tape. The new policy is clearly a step in the right direction. Our industry 
would like to see it applied as soon as possible to many of the lower-risk products that are still being reassessed. 
 
“Taken to its conclusion, this latest policy will improve Australian regulation markedly. It represents a modern, 
mature policy approach that is in step with the realities of the global marketplace. Consumers and businesses will 
win equally under this new approach. Credit is due to the authors of this policy, in particular Parliamentary 
Secretary Frydenberg,” Ms Capanna said. 
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