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New national measurement Bill a welcome step says Australian 
cosmetic and consumer products industry body  

Wednesday, 24 September 2008, Sydney.   ACCORD Australasia – the peak industry 
group for the consumer, cosmetic and hygiene products sector – has welcomed 
today’s introduction of the National Measurement Amendment Bill 2008 into federal 
parliament by Minister Craig Emerson. 

ACCORD Executive Director Bronwyn Capanna said the new legislation is an essential 
step towards establishing a single national regime.  

The Bill also harmonises Australia’s rules with those of our major trading partners through 
the introduction of the widely accepted Average Quantity System (AQS). 

“Industry greatly welcomes this new legislation,” Ms Capanna said.   

“It addresses the long standing problem business has faced with having to deal with 
separate and often inconsistent requirements of state and territory legislation. 

“A single national system will introduce greater clarity for industry. 

“By introducing an Average Quantity System the new legislation will bring Australia’s trade 
measurement regulations into line with our major trading partners. This includes the USA, 
EU, Japan and New Zealand. 

“Adopting AQS will assist Australia’s trade position by facilitating trade in packaged goods 
for both importers and exporters. Australian export firms will benefit from greater 
harmonisation with the rules of their export markets. 

“It is pleasing to see the government meeting its commitments to introducing reforms of 
COAG regulatory ‘hot spots’ like trade measurement. 

“The cosmetic and consumer products industry hopes the government’s introduction of this 
legislation to enable a single national regime for trade measurement will be matched in 
other areas needing urgent regulatory reform such as OHS and chemicals regulation. 

“Minister Emerson has got the ball rolling. We call on his federal and state counterparts to 
similarly act so that Australian consumers and industry only have to deal with one national 
set of rules, not nine,” Ms Capanna said.  
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