Regulation of hygiene, personal
care and specialty products
Hygiene, personal care and specialty chemical products are regulated
to protect human health, safety and the environment.
Ongoing improvement is needed to ensure Australian regulation
remains fit for purpose.

Regulatory complexity and challenges
Accord advocates for evidence-based, fit-for-purpose regulation.
This means regulation that offers the necessary protections
without stifling innovation and investment or overly burdening
the regulated industry.

A good regulatory system should
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Can the system be improved?
Australia’s chemicals regulation system is rigorous and robust
in protecting human health, safety and the environment.
However, its complexity and unique Australian requirements have
significant impacts on businesses, consumers and the economy.
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‘The regulation of chemicals and plastics has long been the
subject of concerns about inconsistencies, complexity and
fragmentation’ 2
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Australian requirements form a barrier to the availability
in Australia of the latest, innovative products and ingredients.
Often, unique Australian requirements—over and above the
requirements of other trusted overseas authorities—are not
justified.

This places a large compliance burden on responsible
businesses in the sector, with knock-on effects.

Fit-for-purpose regulation
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A lower regulatory burden and greater fit-for-purpose system that is aligned with those of comparable
overseas economies has significant benefits for businesses, regulators, consumers and the economy.
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Can we trust the system?
Please refer to our ‘Regulation for safety & confidence’ infographic
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Technologies, systems and markets are constantly evolving.
Regulatory systems must do likewise so they do not create
barriers to the development and availability in Australia of
innovative products and ingredients e.g. with superior
performance and environmental characteristics.

